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PROPER NAMES FOR USE IN BEGINNING READING INSTRUCTION

Bruce Cronnell

ABSTRACT

Proper names are necessary in order to provide natural and
interesting stories for beginning readers. This paper lists nearly 500
proper names, primarily first names, but with some surnames. The nam=s
are coded for spelling-to-sound correspondences, stress, and other

| useful information. /ppendices list historical, Biblical, mythical,
and literary names; common Japanese-American names; and common Mexican-

American names.
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PROPER NAMES FOR USE IN BEGINNING READING INSTRUCTION
Bruce Cronnell

The linguistic characteristics of proper names are relevant to the
systematic development of beginning reading instruction for the folliow-
ing reasons:

1. It is difficult to write stories without names, which add

interest to reading materials.

2. Names make up a considerable number of the words met in
reading; Engels (1968) found that up to 9% of the words In

adult texts were proper names.

3. While no common set of names can be assumed for the beginning
reader, a substantlial part of any child's active vocabulary
is composed of proper names.

L. Humans are constantly exposed to new names and (with the
exception of foreign ones) seem to have relatively little
difficulty in learning them. Thus, presenting a child with
unknown names may present fewer learning problems than with
other new vocabulary,

Data from analysis of proper names also provides additional infor-

mation concerning the use of spelling-to-sound correspondence rules.

The inclusion of names has a noticeable effect on the frequency of some

CDET?SpDHdeﬁCES; e.g., Rule IEi7 (cf. Berdiansky, Cronnell & Koehler,

1969) .

This report presents the results of a study of proper names for
use in beginning reading. Nearly 500 names, primarily first names but
with some surnames, were selected as representative of common English
names and coded for spelling-to-sound correspondence rules, stress, and
other useful information. Section | of this paper describes the sources
of these names and the coding system; the coded names appear in Section
I1. Appendices present the following lists of additional names; (a)
historical, Biblical, mythical, and literary names excluded from the
present study, (b) common Japanese-American names, and (c) Mexlcan-
American names.




Section |

Sources and Coding of Names

The following sources provided the 487 proper names used (n this
study:

1. YA pronouncing vocabulary of common English given names, '’
Webs ter 's Seventh New Collegiate Dictionary, 1967, pp. 1177-
1181. Only cummon names in modern use were selected. Excluded
were unusual names (e.g., Albin, Edson), foreign namesr(e.g;,
Dieter, Brigitte), and old-fashioned or archalc names (e.g.,
Sylvester, Hester). When alternate spellings were found, the
most common were included. This selection was in large part
intuitive, and no claim is made for completeness.

2. Nicknames from the above source. A few not found there were
included if they were commonly used nicknames for complete
names already selected,

3. Words occurring at least ten times per milllon running words
in Thorndike and Lorge (1944). Deleted were names of
historical, Biblical, literary, or mythical origin (see
Appendix A).

L, Al} last names covering at least one complete page in the
Northeastern (Los Angeles) Area telephone book, with the
exception of Spanish names (see Appendix C). This source
provided 22 surnames. The number of last names was limited
because 1t was felt that most writing for children would
employ first names. Additional sources for surnames are:
first names used as last names, see below; words coded in
Berdiansky et al. (1969) which can be used as surnames,

e.g., Best, Hunt.

Coding of Names

The following description is ordered, as the information appears
from left to right in Section I].

The names are listed alphabetically; all one- and two-syllable
names are coded for spelling-to-sound correspondence rules, stress,




and syllable division. This coding is the same as in Berdiansky et al.
(1969). The correspondence rules are described in Section 111l of that
report (pp. 12-37) and in Cronnell (1971), and are summarized in
Appendix D of this report. The coding for stress is as follows:

0 = a one-syllable word, e.g., route, rule.

1 = a two=-syilable word with stress on the first syllable,
e.g., pirate, puzzle.

2 = a two-syllable word with stress on the second syllable,

e.g., complaint, exchange.

Syllable division is marked in the "SYL'* column only when it affects
the rules of correspondenc=z; e.g., for How-ard, Jo-anne (vs. Joan). The
division is indicated by the numerical position in the word of the two
letters which form the division; e.g., Howard (34), Joanne (23), Joan
(no syllable division marked) . i '

Type

Whether a name is a first or last name is indicated in the column
headed "'"TYPE'':

1

first name
2 = last name
The coding procedure for this column was as follows:

1. All names from “he telephone book (see above) were coded ''2'';

2. All other names were coded ''1';

3. If a last name from the telephone book was also found in the
dictionary (Webster, 1967, pp. 1177-1181; see above), it was
coded "'1'" following the ''2'; )

4. 1f a first name occurred more than 50 times in the Northeastern

(Los Angeles) Area telephone book as a last name, it was coded
1121 following the '"1."

Female names were coded 'F''; male names were coded M.t A name
which could be either male or female was coded both "M and ''F*" (e.g.,
Pat). Surnames were not coded for sex.




style

The column headed 'STYLE' applies only to first names. A complete
name for which there was a nickname on the list was coded 'C" (e.g.,
Andrew). A nickname for which there was a complete name on the list
was coded "N (e.g., Ahdz), This is a reciprocal coding, so nicknames
and complete names without alternate forms on the list were ncti coded.

Other

Additional information is coded in the "OTHER'' column where
applicable.

An asterisk (*) indicates that the name is found in Berdiansky et al.

(1969) as a vocabulary werd; e.g., Bill/bill.

The symbols ''P'' and "E'' are used as in Berdiansky et al. (1969, pp.
4L1-42) ; o

P = alternate pronunciation. The most common pronunciation

of each word is given by the rules of correspondence in the
'Rules' column. A P in the 'Other' column indicates that a
word has more than one pronunciation.... Note is thus made
that, for some readers, the given rules of correspondence for

a particular word may not be totally appropriate. Words marked
P are isolated instances of a given grapheme, or set of
graphemes, having an alternate prOﬁUﬂCiét;Oﬂa However, some
graphemes, primarily vowels, involve frequent dialect variation.
These are acknowledged in their rule descriptions, so the words
containing these rules are not coded P, e.g., Rule 024:

o~ [2], [al/_g# dog, fog. The rules which provide for dialect
variation are: A17, A22, A23, A24, E17, 117, 015, 016, 017,
021, 024, U17, WH10,

E = special endings. An E in the 'Other' column designates
words which kave an irregularly-spelled ending ( e.g., nation,
stature). Only the first part of special-ending words is
processed in the 'Rules' coulmn.

Only one case of 'E' occurs in the present study: Marcia, where cia —~
[%s]. '

The two other symbols in the '""OTHER' column are concerned with
possible alternate spellings of a name. When a name had an alternate
spelling which was Included on the list, both spellings were marked
"'SL''; e.g., Fay, Faye. When a name had an alternate spelling which
was not included on the list, 1t was marked ''S'; e.g., Charlie.
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List of Coded Proper Names
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Appendix A

Additional Names

The following names, occurring at least ten times per million
running words in Thorndike and Lorge (1944), were not listed because

of their historical, Biblical, literary, or mythical origins.

Abraham Cornwallis Homer Odin
Aladdin Duncan Hoover Richmond
Apollo Ford Hudson Robin Hood
Asgard Franklin Jefferson Shakespeare
Bacon Galahad Jesus Venus
Beethoven Griffin Lincoln Washington
Caesar Hami 1 ton Madison

Clinton Harding Moses

Coolidge Hercules Napoleon

Although the International Kindergarten Union frequency count
(Horn and others, 1928) did not generally include names, the following

proper names were found:

Goldilocks Jesus Saint Nicholas
Humpty Dumpty Lincoln (Abraham) Santa

Jack and Jill Peter Pan Santa Claus

Jack Frost Peter Rabbit Washington (George)

The Rinsland (1945) study of words used by elementary school

children also deleted proper names, but the following were found:

Christ Jesus Christ Santa ;
Jack Frost Saint Nicholas Santa Claus
Jesus
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Appendix B

. 1
Japanese-American Names

The spelling-to-sound correspondences for Japanese names differ
from English. While the consonant correspondences are approximately

the same, the vowel correspondences are as follows:

a—~[a]
e~ Lel
i-Li]
o= Lel
u—Tul]

The following names can be used with these vowel correspondences.

First names (nicknames in parentheses; nicknames are more commonly
used than complete names)

Male Female
Hiro Aki
Kazumi (Kaz) Hana
Mitsuo (Mits) Haru
Shoji (Sho) Kiku
Toshiro (Tosh) Milki
Sumi
Tomi

Surnames

Nakumura
Sakamoto
Tanaka
Yamada
Yamamoto

lNames in this section were compiled from those supplied by Fred
Shima, Lillian Hirashima, and lrene Nakamura.
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Appendix C

Mexican—-American Names

The spelling-to-sound correspondences for Spanish names differ from
English. While the consonant correspondences are approximately the same
for the names presented here, the vowel correspondences differ (see the
previous page, Appendix B, for these correspondences, which are the
same as for Japanese). Unless marked for stress ("), these names are
stressed on the penultimate syllable.

First names

(The suffixes -ito (M) and -ita (F) are commonly used for little
children or in an affectionate sense for adults; these suffixes
are added after dropping the final vowel of the complete name;
e.g., Lola, Lolita.)

Male Female
Arturo Adela
Benito Catalina
Francisco Cristina
Paco Francisca
Pableo Lola

Pepe Maria
Tomés Rosa

Surnames

Flores

Garcia

' Lépez

/ Rodriguez (gu — [g])
/ Sanchexz i

2
Names in this section were compiled from those supplied by
Hubert Molina.




Appendix D

Spelling-to-Sound Correspondence Ru]es8

Spelling-to-sound correspondence rules for primary vowels

Erapbeme Rule # Rule Description Examples
Jnit
A 11 a—-[e] /__cCet# name, brave
12 a—-[le]l /__ C{ "te# acre, stable
13 a—-[e] /_cCv baby, nature
14 a—lLel /¥E§{;}V April, fragrant
15 a— =] /__c(c)# sat, fast
16 a—[=]/_cCC.. saddle, jacket
17 a—=[a], [1] in unstressed above, final
syllables
21 a—~Lal/ {r#} cart, car
22 a—[el, [2] /__r vary, marry
]l
1k
23 a—=[o2]1/7__ |t ball, walk,
Lid salt, bald
24 a—~Lal, [0]7/ {3}=ii wad, squat
25 a— Lol / {j wharf, war,
quart
29 a—~[e]/ {2%2 strange, paste
32 a—§ separate
38 a—[=]/_ x(])v} cavern, axis,

axle

3for further description of these rules and of the rule notation,

see Berdiansky et _al.

(1969) and Cronnell (1971).
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Grapheme

Rule #

E

11
13
14
15
16
17

18

19
21
25
26
32
38
11
12
13
1h
15
16
17

21

22

_54_

Rule Description

e~ [i] /__Ce#
e—[i]/_¢CV
e—Lil/_ciiw
e—1e] / C(C)¥

e—~[e] / CC....

e—[2], [1] in unstressed
syllables

e~ @ /_#

e @ /_{g}
— ' C
e~ [a] /_{[5}

e—=L[i] 7#(C)C_#

e—[i] /__-V

e —~ f

Le] /__ﬁ;%})v}

¥

e -

i - Lay] /__Ce#

i ~ [ay] /__C{]le#
i - Lay]l /__Cv

i > [ayl /_c{j}v
i—=[z] /_C((i)#
i—-[z]/_cc....

i >[al], [z] in unstressed
syllables

i~ [l /_ ("%

— r#"

i ~ Layl /_{?%#
gn

Examples

scene, here
hero, meter
zebra, declare
set, felt

edge, extra

hidden, talent,
magnet

name, edge,
immense, mice

armed, wives

herd, father

we, she

create, meow

di fference, several

clever, exit

fine, like
title, idle
pilot, cider
migrate, idly
sit, milk
hidden, (1ittle

missile, office

bifd, sir

find, wild,
sign
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Grapheme Rule # Rule Description Exampies
Unit ) ' '
| 24 i ~ [ay] /__gh high, right
25 i~ L[yl 7c__vc million, onion
26 i =~ Llayl] /__-v liar, diet
32 32 i - g aspirin
38 i—~ [zl /E{;\él)v} civic, river
0 1 o= [c] /__cCe# home, smoke
r. .
12 o— [o] /__C{yle# ogre, noble
13 o—~[o] /_cv ‘ notice, odor
, r.o
14 o~ Lol /__c{}v okra, only
15 o—~[al] /_c(C)# lot, lock
16 o—-[al] /_cc.... motto, hockey
17 o—[al, [1] in unstressed cotton, sailor
syllables )
21 o+ [ol, [2], [al, /__r horn, tortoise
22 o—~1[a] /w__rcC word, worth
23 o—~[o] /_1c# roll, gold,
vyolk, baolt
- =3 =}
fC
, ng
24 o—+[o], [al /__ }ss } off, soften,
~ st song, moss,
th . lost, moth,
a#t dog
-
25 o—~[lol /_# go, motto
26 o—>[o]l /_-v poem
31 o~ [a] won, mother,
some, love
32 o—f sophomore, licorice
38 o—~[a] /ﬁ{;\’f])v} novel, oxen
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Examples

use, crude
bugie
unit, crusade

bugler

sudden, justice

lettuce, minute

guest, guard
fluid, ruin
bull, push, put
natural

rhyme, cycle,
tyrant, hydrant
gym, system

baby, candy

deny, try

stain, rain

captain, villain

cause, author

Grapheme Rule # Rule Description
U 11 u=[(y)ul /__Ce#
12 u=[(y)ul /7__c((Yet
13 u—[(y)ul /_cv
14 u— [(y)ul /__C{j}v
15 u—Lal /_c(c)#
16 u—[s] /__cc....
17 u—~L[a], [1] in unstressed
syllables
20 u-=-@g /#g_V
26 u—=[(y)u] /__=V
31 u—[u]
32 u-— g
Y R y =~ [ayl /__c({]3)v
15 y = [z2] /_1&5
17 y—=L[il, [z]1/_# in
unstressed syilables
19 y >~ Layl /__# in stressed
syllables
Spelling~to-sound correspondences for secondary vowels
Al 10 ai -~ [el
17 ai - [=2], [z1] in unstressed
syllables
AU 10 au -+ [o]
AW 10 aw ~+ [o]
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saw, hawk
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Li] /_# Tr unstressed

stressed
bles

syllables

Grapheme Rule # Rule Description
Unit
AY 10 ay =~ [e]
EA 11 ea— [i]
31 ea = Le]
33 ea—~ [o] /_r
EE 10 ee ~ [ 1]
El 10 el ~ [il
, gn
20 ei ~[e] / 4n
_g.Lgh
EW 10 ew ~ [ (y)u]
EY 10 ey ~ [e]
17 ey =~ [i] in un
sylla
IE 11 ie > [ayl /_#
12 ie—[i]/_....
17 ie —
0A 10 oa—~ [o]
OE 10 oe ~ [o] /__#
01 10 oi = [oy]
00 11 oo =+ [ul
12 oo = [u]
ou 10 ou = [aw]
31 ou— [a]
33 ou— [(y)ul
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Examples

day, play
each, heat

bread, dEEfs
heaven

earn, search
beet, feel
receive, ceiling
reign, rein,
neighbor

few, new

they, obey
donkey, money

collie, movie

load, boat

broom, tool
book, wood
count, moutain

couple, young

through, group



Examples

fought, thought
soul , though

glow, below,
own, bow

now, allow,
owl, bow

boy, tg
blue, argue
fruit, juice

build, biscuit

Spelling-to-sound correspondences for consonants

Grapheme Rule # Rule Description
Unit '
ou 34 ou - [o]
35 ou— [o]
ow 11 ow— [o]
12 ow = [aw]
oy 10 oy = [oy]
UE 10 ue = [ (y)ul
Ul 10 ui = [(y)u]
31 ui = [1]
B 10 b-—[b]
20 b—=@ /m_#
BB 10 bb - [b]
e
C 11 c—~[s] /7 (i}
Y
a
(o]
12 ¢~ [kl /__qu
Cc
#
cc 12 cc ~ [ k] /_E}
CH 10 ch - [&]
31 ch = [k]
CK 10 ck = [ k]
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bubble, blubber

city, lace, fancy

cat, come, cut,
cream, picnic,
scare

yucca, account,
accuse :

cheap, church

ache, school,
chord, Christ

kick, pack
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Grapheme Rule # Rule Description Examples
Unit - ) - )
D 10 d—=[d] dead, needle
DD 10 dd — [d] hidden, sudden
F 10 f—=[f] fat, after
FF 10 ff— [f] off, taffy
e
G 11 g—-LJjl/_{i} gem, age, gin,
Y gypsy
a
[a)
12 g-=-Lgl /__1qu gave, go, gum,
C green, bag
#
31 g—~ Lgl get, girl
GG 10 gg —~ Lgl egg, wiggle
GH 10 gh = g through, taught,
high
H 10 h=[h] home, ahead
20 h—d rajah, hour
J 10 j=10J] Joy, judge
K 10 k =~ [k] milk, kill
20 k=@ /#_n know, knot
L 10 1= [1] like, mile
ok~ yolk, folk,
a_f half, calf,
20 1—-g 7/ {a_k walk, stalk,
a__m palm, calm,
a_v calves, salve
LE 22 le - [al] /C__# little, stable
LL 10 11 —=[1] bullet, fill
M 10 m-—> [m] man, came
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Grapheme Rule # Rule Description Examples
Unit
MM 10 mm — [m] sunmer , mamma |
N 0 n-=[n] . no. nine, fun
( X 1 anxious, thank,
) : k sink, kanquet,
20 n—=1[nl/__ 1 qu , single, fungus,
g pronounced [ gl finger, Lincoln
¢ pronounced [k ]
NG 10 ng = [nl /__# ring, song
NN 10 nn = [n] inner, funny
P 10 p—Lp] people, pop
PP 10 pp—Lpl pepper, apple
PH 10 ph = [ ] phone, photo
Qu 10 qu = [ kw] quick, banquet
R 10 r—=[r] run, far
RR 10 rr—[r] hurry, marriage
S 10 s = [s] sun, fast, horse
20 s—=>[z] /v__V nose, easy
ou
fols) house, moose,
2i s =>[s] / feap __e lease, case
-
3] s-+~[2z]/_# trousers, wives,
riches
SH 10 sh - [§] ; shoe, rush
SS 10 ss = [s] mess, missle
T 10 t—=[t] title, let
le#
20 t—=g / en# wrestle, fasten,
often

ERIC - ©64
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Grapheme Rule # Rule Description Examples
Unit ’ T
TCH 10 tch — [& match, notch
TH [ th - [6] thin, bath
e N
12 th = [d] /__ {er # bathe, father,
ern northern
13 th = [8] in pronouns, they, although,
conjunctions, and the
function words. )
TT 10 tt = [t] little, mitt
v 10 v—+[v] vase, love
W 10 w= [w] wet, beware
20 w— @ /#__r wren, wrong
WH 10 wh = [hw] or [w] when, whether
X 10 x = [ks] box, oxen
Y 10 y = [yl yet, beyond
z 10 z—-[z] zoo, lazy
zz 10 zz —~ [z] buzz, fuzzy
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